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Climate and sustainability commitments now sit on every board agenda,
but the spending behind them rarely survives a serious cost-benefit test.
Leadership teams are asked to allocate capital across decarbonisation,
ESG reporting, resilience, and broader social goals with competing claims
on every pound. The question they cannot always answer is which
interventions produce the most measurable human and economic return
for the money committed.

Bjørn Lomborg is a Danish political scientist and president of the
Copenhagen Consensus Center who helps organisations apply cost-
benefit analysis to climate, sustainability, and global development
decisions.

Bjørn Lomborg's 2026 Biography

Why organisations work with Bjørn Lomborg

He brings a formal economic framework, developed with Nobel laureate
economists through the Copenhagen Consensus project, for ranking
interventions by return on spend rather than political salience.
His argument is specific and well-published: The Skeptical
Environmentalist (Cambridge University Press, 2001), False Alarm
(Basic Books, 2020), and Best Things First (2023, named a Best Book of
the year by The Economist) give boards a documented thesis to engage
with.
He is one of the few commentators on climate economics taken
seriously in policy and finance rooms while remaining openly sceptical
of orthodox climate spending priorities, which is valuable for leadership
teams wanting a genuine debate rather than a consensus reaffirmation.
He speaks the language of trade-offs, not advocacy, which suits boards
and investment committees that have to defend capital allocation to
shareholders and regulators.
His institutional base (Copenhagen Consensus Center, Hoover
Institution at Stanford, Copenhagen Business School) gives a clear
provenance that buyers can cite internally.

Biography highlights

President and founder, Copenhagen Consensus Center.
Visiting Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University.
Visiting Professor, Copenhagen Business School.
Ph.D. in Political Science, University of Copenhagen.
Author of The Skeptical Environmentalist, Cool It, False Alarm, and Best
Things First.

AVAILABLE FOR
Guest Appearance
Panel Participation
Speaking
TV and Media

BJøRN'S SPEAKING
THEMES

Climate Action and
Sustainability
Economic Forecasting
ESG Strategy
Political Risk & Policy
Risk Management

LANGUAGES: English,
French, German



Named to TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People (2004); Top 100
Global Thinker, Foreign Policy (2011, 2012).

Biography

Most climate and development debate is framed as moral argument.
Lomborg’s career has been spent reframing it as an allocation problem.
Through the Copenhagen Consensus Center, which he founded and leads,
he works with more than 300 economists, including seven Nobel
laureates, to rank global interventions by cost and benefit rather than by
political attention.

That method produced the thesis running through his published work. The
Skeptical Environmentalist, published by Cambridge University Press in
2001, argued that many accepted environmental narratives did not match
the data. Cool It and False Alarm, the latter from Basic Books in 2020,
applied the same analytic discipline to climate policy. Best Things First,
published in 2023, ranks twelve interventions by expected human and
economic return and was named a Best Book of 2023 by The Economist.

His institutional base reflects the seriousness of the work. He holds a Ph.D.
in Political Science from the University of Copenhagen, is a Visiting Fellow
at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, and a Visiting Professor at
Copenhagen Business School. TIME Magazine named him one of the 100
Most Influential People in 2004. Foreign Policy placed him on its Top 100
Global Thinkers list in 2011 and again in 2012.

Lomborg is a contested figure in climate debate, and boards hire him
knowing that. The value is a disciplined, published, defensible argument
that forces leadership teams to compare what they are spending on
sustainability with what that spend actually delivers.

Key speaking topics

Cost-benefit analysis in climate and development policy
Climate economics and capital allocation
Global development priorities and the Sustainable Development Goals
Evidence-based policymaking
ESG and sustainability trade-offs
Long-horizon risk and resource allocation

Ideal for

Board and executive audiences reviewing climate and ESG capital
allocation
Chief sustainability officers and chief risk officers working through net-
zero trade-offs
Investment committees and asset owners stress-testing climate
assumptions
Policy, philanthropy, and development leaders ranking interventions
under fixed budgets

Audience outcomes

A clear framework for comparing climate and development
interventions by measurable return, not political profile.
A working vocabulary for challenging internal ESG and sustainability
spending claims.
Exposure to the Copenhagen Consensus ranking method and how it has



been applied to real policy choices.
A more defensible position when boards are asked how their climate
capital is justified.

Bjørn Lomborg's Videos

BJøRN'S LATEST BOOKS

False Alarm: How Climate
Change Panic Costs Us
Trillions, Hurts the Poor, and
Fails to Fix the Planet

Best Things First The Skeptical
Environmentalist: Measuring
the Real State of the World

https://youtube.com/watch?v=SEjNVWV5jbs
https://youtube.com/watch?v=AMUa99uf1us
https://youtube.com/watch?v=xcbemlPluAo
https://www.amazon.com/False-Alarm-Climate-Change-Trillions-ebook/dp/B0827TL851/
https://www.amazon.com/False-Alarm-Climate-Change-Trillions-ebook/dp/B0827TL851/
https://www.amazon.com/False-Alarm-Climate-Change-Trillions-ebook/dp/B0827TL851/
https://www.amazon.com/False-Alarm-Climate-Change-Trillions-ebook/dp/B0827TL851/
https://www.amazon.com/False-Alarm-Climate-Change-Trillions-ebook/dp/B0827TL851/
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Things-First-Bjorn-Lomborg-ebook/dp/B0C4VBV7Y1
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Things-First-Bjorn-Lomborg-ebook/dp/B0C4VBV7Y1
https://www.amazon.com/Skeptical-Environmentalist-Measuring-State-World-ebook/dp/B00AKE1PRS
https://www.amazon.com/Skeptical-Environmentalist-Measuring-State-World-ebook/dp/B00AKE1PRS
https://www.amazon.com/Skeptical-Environmentalist-Measuring-State-World-ebook/dp/B00AKE1PRS
https://www.amazon.com/Skeptical-Environmentalist-Measuring-State-World-ebook/dp/B00AKE1PRS


The Nobel Laureates Guide to
the Smartest Targets for the
World 2016-2030

Cool It How to Spend $75 Billion to
Make the World a Better Place

ARTICLES AND PODCASTS

Measurable goals for a stronger earth

Bjørn Lomborg's 2026 speaking fees

Specific fees fall within the ranges shown. These are presented as a guide only and are subject to change without
notice.

EUR GBP USD

Home Country €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

Asia Pacific €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

Europe €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

Middle East & Africa €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

South America €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

https://www.amazon.com/Nobel-Laureates-Smartest-Targets-2016-2030-ebook/dp/B017HPHBE8
https://www.amazon.com/Nobel-Laureates-Smartest-Targets-2016-2030-ebook/dp/B017HPHBE8
https://www.amazon.com/Nobel-Laureates-Smartest-Targets-2016-2030-ebook/dp/B017HPHBE8
https://www.amazon.com/Nobel-Laureates-Smartest-Targets-2016-2030-ebook/dp/B017HPHBE8
https://www.amazon.com/Cool-Bjorn-Lomborg-ebook/dp/B000UZQGXU
https://www.amazon.com/Cool-Bjorn-Lomborg-ebook/dp/B000UZQGXU
https://www.amazon.com/Spend-Billion-World-Better-Place-ebook/dp/B00DGY4D78
https://www.amazon.com/Spend-Billion-World-Better-Place-ebook/dp/B00DGY4D78
https://www.amazon.com/Spend-Billion-World-Better-Place-ebook/dp/B00DGY4D78
https://www.speakersassociates.com/measurable-goals-for-a-stronger-earth/
https://www.speakersassociates.com/measurable-goals-for-a-stronger-earth/


United Kingdom €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

US East Coast €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

US West Coast €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000

Virtual €12000 to €40000 £10,001 - £35,000 $15000 - $50000


