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Nick Watt

UK regulation and tax conditions shift with each Parliament, and the
country has had five prime ministers since 2016. Boards planning capital
allocation or expansion in the UK are working inside a political
environment that no longer settles between elections. The cost of
misreading a Westminster signal, or reading it late, has gone up sharply.

Nick Watt has reported on UK politics for more than thirty years and helps
senior leaders read what government decisions and election outcomes
mean for their business.

Nick Watt's 2026 Biography AVAILABLE FOR

o After Dinner Engagement
Why organisations work with Nick Watt * Awards Hosting
¢ Moderating and Emcee
e Three decades of frontline political journalism that spans Belfast
through the peace process, Brussels through EU enlargement and
Westminster through Brexit and five prime ministers. Few UK political
journalists combine all three settings at senior level.
e Sourcing inside government that produces the story before the press

release. Politico's London Playbook columnist Jack Blanchard has called NICK'S SPEAKING

his reports “always immaculately sourced and well worth a listen”, and THEMES
his Brexit coverage repeatedly broke cabinet positions ahead of the e Economic Trends & Global
formal announcement. Markets
¢ A working understanding of both UK and EU institutional politics. Boards e Geopolitics
with European exposure or cross-border operations get analysis from e Political Risk & Policy

someone who has reported from both sides.

¢ Broadcast discipline as a chair and moderator. He runs a panel the way
he runs an interview: tight on time and sharp on the question.

¢ He explains what Westminster decisions will mean for regulation,

capital allocation and operating risk, in language a boardroom can act
on. LANGUAGES: English

Biography highlights

¢ Political Editor, BBC Newsnight (since 2016)

e Presenter, The Westminster Hour, BBC Radio 4 (since 2022)

e Former Chief Political Correspondent and European Editor, The
Guardian (Brussels and London)

e Former Ireland Correspondent and Political Correspondent, The Times
(Belfast and London)

¢ Listed at number 14 on Press Gazette's Top 50 Political Reporters
(2012)

e Coverage spanning seven UK general elections, two Scottish
independence referendums and the UK’'s EU membership referendum



Biography

The UK political environment is structurally less stable than for most of the
last two decades. Five prime ministers since 2016, two referendums that
redrew the country’s constitutional and trading framework, and a
regulatory baseline that shifts with each new government. Boards with
material UK exposure now have to read political signal as part of strategic
planning.

As Political Editor of BBC Newsnight, Nick Watt reports from inside that
environment. His nightly analysis follows Westminster decisions and
cabinet dynamics, and translates what they mean for policy. Politico's Jack
Blanchard has called his reports immaculately sourced. T-shirts were
printed in Germany after Watt relayed on air an unnamed cabinet
minister’s verdict on Theresa May’s Brexit strategy: “F*** knows, I'm past
caring.”

The Times appointed him Ireland Correspondent in Belfast in 1993, just as
the peace process began. The Guardian later made him European Editor in
Brussels through EU enlargement, and then Chief Political Correspondent
in Westminster. Few UK political journalists have held senior roles in all
three settings.

For organisations with UK exposure, that combination matters. Watt
explains what a vote or fiscal event will mean for businesses planning
capital allocation, hiring and M&A. He has covered seven UK general
elections, two Scottish independence referendums and the Brexit
referendum. His Brexit reporting included extended profiles of Michel
Barnier, David Davis and Olly Robbins, drawn from sources inside the
negotiation.

Key speaking topics

¢ UK politics and Westminster

e The UK policy and regulatory environment

¢ UK general elections and electoral cycles

e UK-EU relations and post-Brexit politics

e Political risk for boards and businesses operating in the UK
¢ European political affairs

Ideal for

¢ Boards and executive committees with material UK exposure

¢ Public affairs, government relations and corporate affairs leads

¢ Financial and professional services firms monitoring UK political risk

¢ Conferences and member events covering UK politics, policy or political
economy

Audience outcomes

¢ The names, factions and pressures inside the current UK government
likely to shape its decisions

¢ The way parliamentary arithmetic and the electoral cycle will affect tax,
regulation and major policy bills

¢ The direction of the UK-EU political relationship and what changes it can
realistically absorb

¢ Which Westminster developments matter for business and which are

noise

A practitioner’s read on UK political risk for the next 12 to 24 months



Nick Watt's Videos

ﬁgsnight



https://youtube.com/watch?v=SSp0uGZmEp0

