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Samira Ahmed

Most boardrooms can talk about equality. Few can host that conversation
in front of an audience without losing the room. When the chair lacks
authority and instinct, hard topics flatten into platitudes and the audience
leaves less convinced than when it arrived.

Samira Ahmed is a BBC broadcaster and senior conference chair who
helps organisations hold credible public conversations on equality and
cultural change.

Samira Ahmed's 2026 Biography AVAILABLE FOR
After Dinner Engagement
Awards Hosting
Entertainment
Moderating and Emcee
Panel Participation

Why organisations work with Samira Ahmed

e More than three decades in senior British journalism, including current
presenting roles on BBC Radio 4's Front Row and BBC One's
Newswatch, give her the instinct to read a room and the standing to
hold it.

e Her January 2020 equal pay tribunal win against the BBC gives her
direct, lived authority on workplace fairness that few moderators can

claim.

¢ She has chaired panels for the British Museum, the Royal Shakespeare SAMIRA'S SPEAKING
Company, the United Nations, the Cabinet Office and KPMG, and THEMES
handles contested material without flattening it into talking points. e Cultural Intelligence

e Stonewall Broadcaster of the Year in 2009 and a current trustee of the e Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Centre for Women'’s Justice, she brings a journalistically tested base in e Inclusive Leadership
equality and gender topics that few corporate hosts can claim. e Storytelling & Business

Communication

Biography highlights

¢ Presenter, Front Row, BBC Radio 4, and Newswatch, BBC One and BBC
News Channel.

¢ British Broadcasting Press Guild Audio Presenter of the Year, 2020.

e Stonewall Broadcaster of the Year, 2009, for Channel 4 News reporting LANGUAGES: English
on the “corrective” rape of lesbian women in South Africa.

¢ Brought and won the landmark equal pay tribunal against the BBC,
January 2020.

e Honorary Fellow of St Edmund Hall, Oxford; honorary doctorates from
City University of London, the University of East Anglia, Kingston
University and the University of Winchester.

¢ Trustee, Centre for Women's Justice; former Channel 4 News presenter
and correspondent and former BBC Los Angeles correspondent.



Biography

In January 2020, an employment tribunal in central London ruled that

Samira Ahmed had been paid less than a male colleague for the same
broadcasting work. The judgment set a new reference point in British

equal pay law and triggered pay reviews across the BBC.

That case sits inside more than three decades of senior British journalism.
It also explains why organisations book her to chair the conversations they
cannot easily host themselves. She has been the named subject in a
public fight over pay and gender, where most professional moderators
have only commented from outside.

She presents Front Row on BBC Radio 4 and Newswatch on BBC One.
Before that came eleven years at Channel 4 News, plus an earlier BBC
posting to Los Angeles to cover the OJ Simpson trial. Her honours include
the 2020 British Broadcasting Press Guild Audio Presenter of the Year. A
Stonewall Broadcaster of the Year award followed in 2009 for her Channel
4 News reporting on “corrective” rape in South Africa.

She has chaired live discussions for the British Museum, the Royal
Shakespeare Company, the British Film Institute, the United Nations and
the Cabinet Office. She presented the Civil Service Awards for five
consecutive years. In April 2023, on Front Row, she announced the
earliest known complete recording of a Beatles concert in Britain. The
tape was made by a fifteen-year-old pupil at Stowe School in 1963 and is
now held by the British Library.

Key speaking topics

e Equal pay and workplace fairness

e Gender equality and women'’s rights

e Public trust in journalism and institutions

e Cultural intelligence in public discourse

e Senior conference chairing and panel moderation
¢ Diversity and representation in public life

Ideal for

e Award ceremonies, leadership summits and AGMs requiring a credible
senior chair

e CHROs and pay equity committees hosting public discussions on
workplace fairness

¢ DEIl leads, communications directors and ESG officers running events on
gender equality and fair pay

e Cultural institutions and public-sector bodies briefing audiences on
contested or sensitive material

Audience outcomes

e Adirect, journalist-trained perspective on equal pay and workplace
fairness, drawn from her own landmark BBC tribunal

¢ A working understanding of how the BBC weighs editorial trust and
audience scrutiny, from the presenter of Newswatch

e A discussion that keeps its substance when the material is sensitive,
with senior contributors tested rather than handled

¢ A model of senior public chairing where the room is led with authority
and contested material given space to land



Samira Ahmed's Videos

What Samira Ahmed's clients say

It was a real pleasure to work with Samira. We’'ve received lots of very positive comments from the client and
delegates. Samira brought her experience and knowledge of the subject to our planning and helped shaped
the discussions, which we were grateful for.

Chair, Serious & Organised Crime National Conference

Samira moderated fantastically well which meant the relatively small size of the group didn’t negatively affect
the impact of the event. | think her relaxed yet directive style meant people felt comfortable to contribute and
she was very good at drawing out key points and managing the debate to schedule.

KPMG Inclusion Week

The event was successful, thank you and Samira was fantastic. We really threw her into it and she handled it
all admirably. She is a lovely lady and we all enjoyed working with her.

London Sinfonietta

We were impressed with the seamless way in which she was able to pull together the disparate parts of our
event; her knowledge on the issue at hand; the way in which she engaged with and welcomed guests; her
assertive yet friendly style when chairing the panel discussion; and the genuineness of her approach - this
was clearly a subject she was personally interested in.

Chair, FCO Panel Discussion


https://youtube.com/watch?v=ZOdL7fPMjCo

You played a blinder (as we say) with the debate. It was far and away the best one we have had in all four
events.

Euro event on Living & Working Conditions

Speech Day went really well, and Samira was a perfect choice as speaker - inspirational yet irreverent. She
packed so many anecdotes and so much wisdom into her ten minutes, and definitely left the audience
wanting more, which is quite an achievement after they've been sat in a stifling hot marquee for over an
hour!

Queenswood School Speech Day

Thank you for the wonderful moderating of the afternoon, you held the content together wonderfully.. in fact
we were all saying how much we all wanted to hear more from you!

Rolex Awards

Thank you so much for last night Samira - you were just brilliant! We’ve had lots of positive comments here
today and you really did make a huge contribution to making the night such a success. We thoroughly
appreciate all the obvious time and effort you put into the role - it made life so much easier to know the
hosting was in such good hands.

Business in the Community Awards



