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When macro forces – interest rates, trade policy, geopolitical
realignment, energy transition – were relatively stable and separable,
organisations could treat global economics as background context. That
is no longer tenable. The dollar’s trajectory, a shift in U.S. trade posture,
or a fracture in the multilateral system can restructure competitive
dynamics within a quarter, and the executives responsible for strategy
often lack the analytical vocabulary to distinguish signal from noise. The
real problem is not access to information. It is the capacity to integrate
political, economic, and institutional forces into decisions that were never
designed to hold that complexity.

Zanny Minton Beddoes, Editor-in-Chief of The Economist and the first
woman to hold the role, helps boards and senior leadership teams build
the analytical frameworks they need to make strategic decisions when
macroeconomic and geopolitical forces are no longer predictable or
separable.

Zanny Minton Beddoes's 2026 Biography

Why organisations work with Zanny Minton Beddoes

She edits the publication that shapes how the world’s finance ministers,
central bankers, and institutional investors read the global economy:
her vantage point is not advisory, it is editorial, which means she sees
patterns across geographies, sectors, and governments simultaneously
rather than from within any single industry or country.
Her pre-journalism career – macroeconomic adjustment programmes at
the IMF and economic reform work in post-communist Poland as part of
the Jeffrey Sachs team – gives her an understanding of what policy
looks like under institutional stress, not just in theory.
She has written and overseen major special reports on the world
economy, European stagnation, Latin American finance, Central Asian
development, and U.S. fiscal sustainability. Her depth on structural
economic themes goes well beyond the commentary that most media-
figure speakers provide.
Two Gerald Loeb Awards (2012 and 2017, the latter for breaking the
Saudi Aramco story) signal editorial credibility of a different order from
standard speaker-bureau economics commentary.
For financial services, institutional investors, and multinational boards,
she offers a rare combination: the institutional authority of The
Economist brand with the direct analytical access of someone who has
run the publication for a decade.

AVAILABLE FOR
Moderating and Emcee

ZANNY'S SPEAKING
THEMES

Economic Trends & Global
Markets
Geopolitics
Political Risk & Policy
Risk Management
Scenario Planning &
Strategic Foresight

LANGUAGES: English
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Biography highlights

Editor-in-Chief of The Economist since February 2015 – the first woman
to lead the publication in its 180-year history; also serves on the board
of directors of The Economist Group
Held successive senior roles at The Economist over 30 years: emerging
markets correspondent, US Economics Editor, Economics Editor
(Washington DC), Business Affairs Editor
Economist at the IMF (1992-1994), working on macroeconomic
adjustment programmes in Africa
Economic reform adviser to Poland’s Minister of Finance under
Professor Jeffrey Sachs of Harvard University
Oxford PPE (St Hilda’s College); master’s degree, Harvard Kennedy
School (Kennedy Scholar)
Gerald Loeb Award winner in 2012 (economic journalism) and 2017
(Breaking News, Saudi Aramco scoop)
Trustee, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; member,
Research Advisory Board, Committee for Economic Development
Named among Forbes’ “Most Powerful Women in the World”; featured
in Debrett’s 500 as “one of the most influential voices in financial
journalism”

Biography

The challenge that keeps most boards and strategy teams off-balance is
not a lack of information about the global economy. It is the absence of a
coherent framework for integrating macroeconomic dynamics, geopolitical
risk, and policy shifts into decisions that were never designed to carry that
weight. Very few people are positioned to provide that framework with
both practitioner rigour and editorial breadth. Zanny Minton Beddoes is
one of them.

As Editor-in-Chief of The Economist – the first woman to hold that position
in the publication’s 180-year history – she oversees the analytical
infrastructure that shapes how central bankers, finance ministers, and
institutional investors read the global economy. Her perspective is not
that of an adviser operating within a single sector or region; it is the
perspective of someone who has spent three decades at the editorial
centre of the world’s most closely watched economics publication,
watching structural forces play out across geographies and cycles.

Before journalism, she was inside the machinery of policy under pressure.
At the IMF she worked on macroeconomic adjustment programmes in
Africa. In Poland, as part of the Jeffrey Sachs team, she was present during
one of the most consequential economic transitions of the post-Cold War
period. That experience of watching institutions, incentives, and political
constraints interact in real time, is audible in the way she talks about
markets and policy today: not as abstractions, but as systems with
observable failure modes.

Her special reports for The Economist – covering the world economy,
European stagnation, Latin American finance, Central Asian development,
and U.S. fiscal sustainability – reflect a career-long engagement with
structural economic questions, not topical commentary. Combined with
two Gerald Loeb Awards and a decade leading the publication, that record
gives her a credibility in a board or leadership setting that no amount of
media presence alone can substitute for.



Key speaking topics

Global macroeconomic outlook and structural economic change
Geopolitics and the fracturing of the multilateral economic order
U.S. fiscal sustainability and dollar dynamics
European economic stagnation and structural reform
Emerging market resilience and vulnerability
The intersection of energy transition and economic growth
Trade, protectionism, and the rewiring of global supply chains
Democracy, governance, and economic performance

Ideal for

Corporate boards and C-suite leadership teams navigating macro-level
strategic uncertainty
Financial services, asset management, and institutional investment
audiences
Government, policy, and international institutions requiring
independent editorial-grade analysis
Global leadership summits and senior forums where geopolitical and
economic context is the primary agenda

Audience outcomes

A structured framework for reading the interaction between political,
macroeconomic, and institutional forces – rather than treating each as a
separate news event
Calibrated perspective on where structural economic risk is
concentrated, versus where conventional wisdom is overstating or
understating it
Clearer language for discussing macro uncertainty internally –
specifically, the difference between cyclical disruption and structural
shift
An updated analytical map of the major economies and how their
trajectories affect sector-level and investment decisions
Context for evaluating specific strategic choices – expansion, capital
allocation, supply chain configuration – against a coherent view of the
global environment
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What's Next? Making Sense of a Global Economy

An integrated macro framework examining how democracy, demography, technology, energy, and
government policy combine to drive long-term economic outcomes – with specific attention to European
stagnation and the divergent prospects of emerging market economies.

Key takeaways:

Why the interaction of political systems, population trends, and energy dynamics is the more
reliable predictor of economic trajectory than short-term market signals
How Europe’s structural position compares to prolonged stagnation elsewhere, and what that



means for organisations with European exposure
A candid assessment of which emerging market economies carry genuine resilience and which
remain structurally fragile

Stress-Testing America's Prosperity

An examination of the U.S. economic model’s long-term sustainability – domestic strengths, fiscal
vulnerabilities, and the global consequences of U.S. debt and interest rate dynamics.

Key takeaways:

The structural factors underpinning U.S. economic performance and the realistic risk horizon
around federal debt levels
How policy choices on regulation, fiscal priorities, and labour markets translate into durable or
fragile growth
The transmission mechanism from U.S. deficit financing and rate movements to international
markets and institutional portfolios

Charting Uncertain Waters: The World Economy After the Credit Crunch

A historically grounded analysis of how financial system stress propagates through the global economy,
with attention to the asymmetric effects on developed and emerging markets.

Key takeaways:

The structural causes of credit-driven financial stress and their consequences for sustained global
growth
How economic contraction in developed markets transmits to emerging economy performance
and resilience
The evolving role of large emerging economies as both buffers and amplifiers during periods of
global financial uncertainty

Zanny Minton Beddoes's Videos

https://youtube.com/watch?v=xaZpIzgcpYo
https://youtube.com/watch?v=NAfm5L_DOLM


https://youtube.com/watch?v=k6Ck12upn9o
https://youtube.com/watch?v=LKwbtrKKHbs

